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Vikings advance to
Section 7A Semifinals

Mitch Dorr

The Cook County baseball
team advanced to the double
elimination portion of the
Section 7A playoffs with wins
over Hill City and Cherry. The
Vikings opened up the play-
offs with a 13-3 home win over
Hill City on Tuesday, May 26.
Cook County then traveled
to Hermantown on Friday
where they beat Cherry, 6-1,
in the early game. In the eve-
ning game, the Vikings lost a
heart-breaker to Deer River,
5-6. The Vikings still have one
life remaining as they travel
to Hibbing for the Section 7A
semifinals.

Cook County hosted their
first-round  playoff game
against Hill City. Starting
pitcher Wade Hoffer made
short work of the Hornets in
the top half of the first inning.
The Vikings struck early when
Jacob Rude started things off
with a one-out single. The
Vikings then got five more
hits in the inning and took
advantage of five Hill City
fielding errors to take an early
8-0 lead. The Vikings sent 12
batters to the plate in the first
inning alone.

The Hornets scored a run
in the second, but the Vikings
answered with two more runs
in the inning when Sammy
Warren and Drew Holmen
both scored for Cook County.
The Vikings now had a 10-1
lead after just two innings of
play.

Hill City scored two more
times in the top of the third,
but that is all the scoring the
Hornets would get. Darryl
Hansen made a relief appear-
ance on the mound for Cook
County and only gave up one
hit in the final two innings of
play. The Vikings added three
more runs in the game to win
13-3, ten-running the Hornets
in five innings. Rude had a
great game, going three for
four with two RBIs.

In the second round of
section play, the Vikings were
pitted up against the Cherry
Tigers, who were the fifth seed
in the tournament. The Tigers
were the defending section
champions from last season
and entered the game with a
15-10 record.

The Vikings put their
ace, Sammy Warren, on the
mound in this crucial playoff
match-up. The winner would
advance to the double elimi-
nation portion of the tourna-
ment while the loser would go
home.

Following a scoreless first
inning, the Vikings struck
first when Warren led oft the
inning with a double. Junior
first baseman Darryl Hansen
then singled to score Warren.
Drew Holmen and Casey
Everson then both drew walks
to load the bases. James Groth
then hit an RBI single as the
Vikings grabbed a 2-0 lead.
All runners then advanced
on a wild pitch that scored
Holmen.  After a Viking
strikeout, Taylor Baham drove
in a run on a sacrifice fly to left
field. The Vikings would score
twice more in the inning to
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the Section 7A semifinals.
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Drew Holmen, Viking No. 20, rounds third base in a recent home
game. At press time, the Vikings were heading to Hibbing for

take an early 6-0 lead.

Neither team would score
again until the sixth inning,
when the Tigers managed to
score one run in the top of
the inning. Warren quickly
put out the fire as the Vikings
came away with a 6-1 victory
despite some sloppy base-run-
ning and only six hits in the
game.

Warren helped his own
cause, going two for three
from the plate and scoring
twice. Warren also had the
complete game win, giving
up only three hits and one
run in seven innings of work.
Hansen also had a great game
with two hits and an RBI for
the Vikings.

In the second game of
the day, the Vikings faced
Deer River at 7:30 p.m. The
Warriors entered the game as
the second seed in the north
with an 18-4 record.

Junior James Groth took
the mound for the Vikings.
Groth struck out two of the
first three hitters and the
Vikings went right to work
when Baham led off the game
by drawing a walk. Baham
then stole second and third
base. After two outs, Warren
drove Baham in when he
reached base on a Warrior
fielding error. The Vikings
had an early 1-0 lead.

The Vikings couldn’t score
in either the second or third
innings, but Deer River got
some clutch hits and took
advantage of some crucial
Viking fielding errors to take
a 1-5 lead after three innings
of play.

In the fourth, the Warriors
added another run, but the
Vikings answered with a run of
their own when Cody Everson
drove in Casey Everson to
keep the Vikings within four
runs, 2-6.

Warren was now back on
the mound for Cook County
and throwing harder than
ever. 'The Warriors were
unable to score in either the
fifth, sixth, or seventh innings
against Warren.

In the bottom of the sixth,
Drake led off the inning with a
double. After two outs, Cody
Everson drove in both Drake
and Casey Everson on a single
to get the Vikings with two,
4-6.

The Vikings scored again
in the seventh when Hoffer
scored on Rude’s sacrifice fly
to centerfield. Cook County
couldn’t get another run, how-
ever, losing a close game by
one run, 5-6. Cody Everson
went two for three with three
RBIs.

The loss to Deer River
brought the Vikings' over-
all record to 17-4 on the
season. Because they are in
the double elimination part
of the playoffs, they trav-
eled to Hibbing on Tuesday,
June 2 after this edition went
to press. The Vikings played
the 13-6 Northland (Remer)
Eagles in the 4:30 p.m. game.
The winner of that game went
on to play the loser of the
Chisholm/Deer River contest
in the 7:30 p.m. game. Look
in next week’s edition for all
the scores and highlights.

Be a Booster Club booster!

One way to help the Booster Club fulfill its

Staff reports
The appropriately named

Booster Club boosts the morale of local athletes

by supporting their activities.

The club has helped Cook County High
School teams buy warm-up clothing, equip-
ment and much more. The Booster Club also
raised funds and found volunteer labor to build
the beautiful black-ash trophy case in the hall-
way outside the high school gymnasium.

The Booster Club is an independent, volun-
teer support group for all co-curricular activi-
ties in School District 166 schools.

Cook County

mission is to volunteer at the concession stand
during home games.

For more information on the Booster Club

and/or the concession stand, contact Kelly
Roberts at (218)370-0686 or Jean Mathis at
(218)387-1000 (daytime), (218)387-1068 (eve-
nings), or mathis@boreal.org.

Another way to support the Cook County
Vikings is by becoming a Booster Club
member! To join the Cook County Booster
Club, just send $10 for a family membership
or $5 for an individual membership to PO Box

866, Grand Marais MN 55604.

> We carry
more than
adozen
different

Bloody Mary

mixes!

We treat windows. '

Heavy Duty Sewing offers a variety of window I 111’1
treatments including drapes, blinds, shades and IHEL'
shutters by Levolor, Kirsch and others. — .

We do installations. Call us for a consultation. r
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