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State Fair

I had the pleasure of visit-
ing the Minnesota State Fair this
past Thursday and I have to say
that it was a lot of fun. I have
not been exposed to a crowd of
people like that in a long time,
but I managed to keep my anxi-
ety attacks to a minimum. The
Double-Ferris Wheel is the only
ride I attempted that night, but
my wife and relatives rode them
all.
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Cory Christianson

Lattend for the people watch-
ing. On the North Shore we are
so sheltered from the strange
and unusual people out there. I
could not help but stare at some
of the crazy outfits and piercing
that people were sporting. I saw
a lot of man bags or “murses”
being shouldered by the trend
setting fellows, but I just don’t
see myself ever carrying a purse.

Saturday we had a family
reunion at Valley Fair in
Shakopee. I know, two crowded
places in the same weekend,
what was I thinking? I actu-
ally did not have any say in
the matter, but, it too, was a
lot of fun. The roller coast-
ers are pretty darn impressive.
I have not been to an amuse-
ment park since high school
and they have certainly evolved.

The “old school” wooden roller
coasters are still around, but
they are slowly being replaced
with some extreme high veloc-
ity iron monsters. There is one

called “Steel Venom,” located by ¢

the park entrance, and I cannot
even explain how utterly insane
it really is. You will just have to
go see for yourself.

Valley Fair’s infamous “Wild
Thing” steel roller coaster is still
my favorite ride, but my ten-
year-old niece kept her head
buried in my sisters’ lap the
entire time. I would have too at
that age. It is pretty intimidat-
ing to be that high up in a little
cart with a lap belt. My brother
sat in front of me and when we
reached the peak of the first hill
and slowly began to descend
I noticed his cigarette lighter
jumped out of his chest pocket
and suspended in mid-air as
the cart began racing down the
hill. Tt sat there for so long that I
finally reached out and grabbed
it with two fingers. It was not
spinning or anything, just
motionless in mid-air, descend-
ing at the exact same speed we
were.

The vacation ended with
some appliance shopping which

caused us to get home late on |

Sunday night. When passing by
the George Washington Pines,
I noticed the outside tempera-

ture dropping to 35 degrees and |

could not believe it. My head-
lights were reflecting a very faint

shimmer that appeared to be

frost. I thought I was just get-
ting tired of driving but it was
actually frosting up in different
spots. As we got further up the
Trail, the temperature began
rising into the mid-forties. This
morning I went out to check
the garden and sure enough the
squash leaves are showing signs
of frost damage.

I was told by Jon Schei,
Gunflint Lodge Fishing Guide,
that the walleyes bit really well
through the bad weather this
past weekend. He has been find-
ing his fish down deep in the 25
to 30 foot range. The bigger fish
are still up a little shallower, but
some nice schools of eater-sized
fish are down deep.

Cory Christianson, a 2000
Graduate of the University of
Iowa, has worked as a fishing
guide on the Gunflint Trail for
nine years. If you have any fish-
ing reports or stories to share,
send an email to: christianson-
cory@hotmail.com or call 218-
388-0315.

Call now to book

Full Day, Half Day &
Quarter Day Charters

T-shirts and Sweatshirts available
Lake Superior fishing at its finest!

your big lake experience
866-663-9932 ¢ 218-663-9932 |-
www. TofteCharters.com
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Cool temperatures have

not kept the fishermen off
of area lakes. Buck’s Hardware
offers the following

report of

where the fish are biting:

Walleyes are being caught on Caribou Lake in 18 feet of
water using jig and minnow; on Homer Lake by slowly
trolling with raps or drifting with leeches; on Tom Lake
in15 feet of water using jig and minnow or slowly trolling
with leeches; on Two Island Lake in 12 to 15 feet of water

W Where are
the fish biting?

using jig and minnow and on Seagull Lake in 20 to 25 feet

of water using jig and minnow.

Lake Trout are being caught on Trout Lake in 45 feet of
water using spoons and on West Bearskin Lake in 35-38
feet of water by fishing off the bottom with jigs.

Bass fishermen have been reporting success on Poplar
Lake when using spinners and on Devil Track Lake by

“working the shoreline”

Northern Light Lake is the spot reported for northerns,

caught by trolling with spoons.

Photo by Dave Saethre

Jon Clousen of St. Paul caught this 28.5 inch, 8.5 pound
walleye fishing with guide Cory Christianson on Lake
Saganaga on Sunday, August 15.

Staff reports

stations.

season.

Minnesota’s bear hunting season
began September 1 and runs through
October 18 and in accordance with
Minnesota statutes, which authorize the
use of bait, hunters are now stocking bait

Baiting is permitted, provided the bait
is biodegradable and is placed no more
than two weeks before the start of bear

About three-fourths of Minnesota’s

Minnesotas bear population is esti-
mated at 20,000 to 30,000. In the absence
of hunting, Garshelis estimates the popu-
lation would grow by more than 20 per-

cent per year.

At press time, bear registration has

Photo by Joe Carlson
Robby Deziel from Lakeville, MN landed this 16" small-
mouth using a beaver flick lure and leech in four feet of
water while fishing at an undisclosed lake with Joe Carl-
son of Joe’s Inland Fishing.

Bear season open

approximately 15,000 bear hunters use
bait. The average hunter sets out two or
three bait sites each year, according to
Dave Garshelis, bear research biologist
with the DNR’s forest wildlife research
group in Grand Rapids.

still been light. Buck’s Hardware in Grand
Marais reports that only two males and
two female bears have been registered.
Lockport General Store reports two
bears registered. Windigo Lodge on the
Gunflint Trail has had four male bears
registered. The Hovland Post Office
reports one female bear.

Buck’s Hardware reminds bear hunt-
ers to bring in the bear or some part of

the bear for registration or hunters will

be refused registration.

Staff reports

Grouse, rabbit, squirrel and
partridge seasons open Sept.
19, offering Minnesotans the
opportunity to discover and
explore more than five million
acres of Minnesota’s fields and
forests this fall.

“Small game season is a for-
gotten pleasure, said Dennis
Simon, Minnesota Department
of Natural Resources (DNR)
wildlife section chief.

“It doesnt take a large
investment of time and money

77 Mﬁ/(/ma/ .
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TICKETS:

» New or renewing

membership & dinner

or much hunting expertise to
get out and find grouse, squir-
rels and rabbits”

All that is needed to hunt is
a blaze-orange-colored article
of clothing above the waist, a
small caliber rifle or shotgun,
a valid hunting license and
firearms safety training, and
a suitable hunting location.
Complete details about seasons,
requirements and bag limits
are listed on pages 37-44 of the
2009 Minnesota Hunting and
Trapping Regulations Handbook.

“This should be a great small
game season, the kind you look
forward to sharing with friends

and family;” said Simon.

Simon noted that higher
ruffed grouse numbers will
likely lure some folks who
haven't hunted recently back
to their favorite grouse coverts.
The higher grouse numbers also
make for an ideal year to intro-
duce a youngster or friend to
grouse hunting.

He encourages people who
are just getting into hunting to
learn about the state’s Wildlife
Management Area (WMA)
system, which offers hunting
on its 1.2 million acres. State,
county and national forests also
offer opportunities.

Small game hunting opens Sept. 19

The WMA system, one of
the largest and most developed
in the United States, contains
1,380 public wildlife areas across
Minnesota, with habitat ranging
from prairies and wetlands to
forests and swamps. State for-
ests offer an additional 4 million
acres in 58 designated areas.

Details about WMAs and
state forests are available online
at  www.mndnr.gov/destina-
tions.

Those who visit Minnesota’s
WMA system can comment on
conditions and habitat at www.
www.mndnr.gov/wmas/condi-
tion_survey_pre.html.

NEW LISTING! Cozy story and 1/2 bungalow that features: Three
bedrooms, full poured basement, newer vinyl clad windows, roof is
five years old, and more! Two car detached garage and garden shed.
Fourteen plus acres including garden/raspberry patch.

Priced to sell at just $178,900.00
Call today for your private showing!

LOCATION, LOCATION, LOCATION!! Gem of the
North Shore! 166.5 feet of ledgerock shoreline on
this 2.63 acre, deep, well-wooded lot, just minutes

from Grand Marais. Survey and road are in place,

Thursday, September 10, 2009

waiting for design of the home of your dreams!

7:30 pm Lrnner

Harbor Light
Supper Club

1615 West Hwy. 61
Grand Marais, MN

.

5:30 pm Cocktaite & /@f%%) \ \ l //

Price: $399,900
Call today for your appointment.

INLAND: Attractive two bedroom seasonal

$5000
« Member’s guest dinner
(no membership) COUNTRY: Excellent Lake Superior View! This
$2500 private building site features: New private road,
electric to site, survey, restrictions and covenants
- to protect your investment!
Buy Your Tiekets barty Price: $85,000.00 Call TODAY!
&at/}(/ (e Linited!/ COUNTRY: Heavily wooded, high building site of
/ two-plus acres. Private road off HWY 61, Electric
\ / For more information to site and survey. Additional properties available
\ / or tickets Contact: should you desire a larger parcel.
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7First Come - First Served! ~=——_

= Julie Pederson
—— Tickets-$10.00 each ——= PO Box 83

—==(0nly 125 Tickets Will Be Sold~===_ Grand Marais, MN 55604

218-387-1923

ed GROUSE

minutes to the city of Duluth!

Evelyn Larsen

G.R.l. Broker, Associate

North Shore Chapte

405 8th Ave, W.
Grand Marais, MN 55604
evlarsen@boreal.org
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Priced just $64,900.00
Call TODAY for your private showing

NEW LISTING ! Twenty-five plus acres fronting
the McQuade Road! Well-wooded high ground,
close to the McQuade Safe Harbor, and just

Call for further information on this one!
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furnished cabin! Knotty Pine paneled interior,
open kitchen/dining/living room area overlooking
Pike Lake! Deck, shed and dock. 150" of shoreline!
Spacious lot with mature cedar trees.

Priced to sell at just $249,900.00 Call TODAY!

Centuroy

Gilderman & Associates

LET ME HELP YOU
FIND YOUR REAL
ESTATE DREAMS.

218-387-1256 - 800-720-1450 - Fax 218-387-1256





