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“ L a n d  S a k e s  –  C a l l  S u e  H a k e s ”

Sue Hakes Realty
2 1 8 - 3 8 7 - 2 1 1 1  •  5 0 5  We s t  H i g h w a y  6 1 
www.suehakes.com •  email: hakes@boreal.org  

Saturday, September 12
9:30 to 11:30 AM

12 Seventh Ave. West
Grand Marais

Asking Price $189,000
MLS#  24510

8 Things to love 
about this house!
1.	Quiet street just 1 block         

from the Harbor!
2.	Shady front yard!
3.	Sunny back yard!
4.	3-bedrooms / 2-bathrooms!
5.	Clean interior w/fresh           

paint throughout!
6.	Front porch and backyard deck!
7.	Oversized double garage!
8.	Opportunity in Mixed Use Zone! 

OPEN 
HOUSE

TimberWolff ’s Fall Bargain Deals!!
Sellers Say “Sell Before I see the Snow Plows!”
Nearly New home with Quality Lake Views!  Tofte location 

Overlooking Lake Superior!  Main Level Living w/Super 
Master Suite, lower level for family & friends with their own 

family room & fireplace!  Reduced $70k!!!  $399,900

Great Properties, 
No Scat!

Call Today! 663-8777
www.TimberWolffRealty.com

Sharp 
Northwoods 
cabin located 

just off the 
Honeymoon 

Trail in 
Lutsen & 

surrounded 
by miles of 
hiking and biking 
trails!!  Fantastic 

Value at $249,900

What a Stellar Log Cabin on the 
Caribou Trail in Lutsen!  Hand 

hewn logs, Gorgeous Stone 
fireplace, Guest Cabin & 2 car 

detached garage!

www.CBNorthShore.com

(218) 387-2131
(800) 732-2131

101 W. Hwy. 61
Grand Marais, MN  55604

www.CBNorthShore.com

Coyote Ridge 
VERY similar lot to this SOLD for $159,900!!  
So in comparison, you are getting 
a FREE 680 ft Timber Frame Cabin, 
together with a driveway, electricity 
to building site and many other 
improvements!  Lot consists of 6.56 
acres, located close to town and has 
INCREDIBLE views of Lake Superior.  

MLS 25861     
$159,900

McFarland Lake 
Similar size lot sold on McFarland Lake for $230,000.  
So in comparison, this lot is being offered 
at over a 56% DISCOUNT!!  It is a great 
lot with 150 ft of shoreline, 3.60 
acres of heavily wooded land 
and many ideal building 
sites.  Truly an affordable 
lot to build your 
northwoods 
retreat.

MLS 26371  
$99,900

Attention 
Buyers Steals and Deals!!!

Photo courtesy of Gayle Harvey
Mert Kvelland, blueberry adventurer, with his grandniece 
Ruthie Arneson, who was named after his late wife.  Kvelland 
found his way out of a rugged, remote blueberry patch August 
15, 2009 despite severe injuries following a fall.

Staff reports
If you camp in a state park, hunt in a state forest, 

or bicycle in a state recreation area, the Minnesota 
Department of Natural Resources (DNR) would 
like to hear from you by Sept. 30. The DNR also 
hopes to hear from geocachers, antler collectors, 
and others who visit Minnesota state parks, state 
forests, state recreation areas, and state waysides.  

The DNR is considering rules and rule amend-
ments that address new and emerging recre-
ational activities and technologies, from camping 
in camper cabins to skijoring to gathering certain 
edible plants for personal consumption. 

Among other things, proposed rule changes 
would provide for organized public activities; 
extend state park and recreation area hours of oper-
ation; change camping registration and campsite 
use requirements; permit seasonal lease of camp-
sites; and allow physically disabled persons to use 
electric mobility devices on park trails.

In addition, proposed changes would identify 
recreational activities permitted in certain state rec-

reation areas, including target shooting on shooting 
ranges, dog field trials, and dog training. Some of 
the proposed changes are technical and the result 
of a change in state statute. Others are intended to 
make recreation rules more consistent.

Proposed changes will create distinct and sepa-
rate rules for state recreation areas and state parks. 

The proposals are posted on the DNR Web site 
at mndnr.gov (click on public input, then rulemak-
ing, then request for comments). You are invited to 
suggest additional changes for the DNR to consider, 
as well. 

Send comments by e-mail to recreationrules@
dnr.state.mn.us; by mail to Recreation Rules 
Comments, Department of Natural Resources - 
Division of Parks and Trails, 500 Lafayette Rd., Box 
39, St. Paul, Minn. 55155; or by fax to 651-296-1157.

The public review and comment period is open 
until 4:30 p.m. Wednesday, Sept. 30. For more 
information, contact Jade Templin toll-free at 
1-800-657-3929) or jade.templin@dnr.state.mn.us.

DNR seeks comments 
on state park rules

The WMA system, one of 
the largest and most developed 
in the United States, contains 
1,380 public wildlife areas across 
Minnesota, with habitat ranging 
from prairies and wetlands to 
forests and swamps. State for-
ests offer an additional 4 million 
acres in 58 designated areas.

Details about WMAs and 
state forests are available online 
at www.mndnr.gov/destina-
tions.

Those who visit Minnesota’s 
WMA system can comment on 
conditions and habitat at www.
www.mndnr.gov/wmas/condi-
tion_survey_pre.html.

Jane Howard
Mert Kvelland is a very 

determined blueberry picker.
Three broken ribs and a 

collapsed lung didn’t stop him 
from picking the last of his three 
quarts of berries as he crept back 
to his car after falling backwards 
onto a log Saturday, August 15, 
2009.

Eighty-three-year-old Mert 
was a block or two off the 
Gunflint Trail near the Seagull 
Guard Station.  He had parked 
on the south side of the Trail 
but hiked into the woods on the 
other side, figuring the berries 
would be less picked over where 
the ground was steep and rocky.

According to Evangelical 
Free Church pastor Dave 
Harvey, whose wife Gayle is 
Mert’s niece, Mert must have 
fallen at around 10:30 a.m.  If he 
hadn’t found his own way out, 
only the wolves and the bears 
might have found him, Dave 
said.  Once Mert reached his 
car, he didn’t speed down the 
Gunflint Trail because of the 
pain he felt with every pothole 
and bump along the way.  

Back in Grand Marais, Mert 
saw Dave and Gayle’s car at the 
church and decided to stop and 
tell them he was on his way to 
the hospital.  This wasn’t until at 
least 2:00, however, an estimated 
3 ½ hours after he was injured.

At the hospital, Dave put his 
hand on Mert’s back and felt a 
rip in his shirt.  He said, “Is this 
where you hurt?”

According to Dave, Mert 
said, “Yes, but this isn’t the shirt 
I was wearing when I fell.”

Before heading to the hos-
pital, Mert had gone to his son’s 
cabin in Croftville, where he 
stays when he’s in town, in order 
to change his clothes.  And fig-
uring he might not be back to 
the cabin for a while, Dave said, 
Mert decided he’d better haul his 
outboard motor inside while he 
was there.  

Mert made a few friends 
in the three hours he spent at 
North Shore Hospital before 
being transported by ambulance 
to Duluth.  “He just charmed 
everybody on the unit up there,” 
Dave said.  The North Shore 
Hospital staff could see he was 
uncomfortable, and an x-ray 
showed his right lung had col-
lapsed.  Dave thought Mert’s 
broken ribs probably punctured 
the “vacuum seal” around his 
lung.

Fellow churchgoer and 
First Responder Rachel Drake 
accompanied Mert on the 
ambulance ride to Duluth.  

According to Dave, they chat-
ted the first half of the trip until 
a machine hooked up to Mert 
started beeping to warn that his 
oxygen level was too low.  “Mert, 
you’re going to have to stop talk-
ing now for awhile,” Rachel told 
him.

On Tuesday, August 18, 
Mert’s son drove him to his 
home in south Minneapolis.  
“I’m doing fine,” he said in a 
phone interview a couple of 
days later.  “I have to take a few 
pain pills.  Everything is going 
well.”

Mert confirmed Dave’s story 
of what happened.  Mert has 
been coming to Cook County 
for over 40 years.  He had never 
picked blueberries in that spot 
before, but he could tell it would 
be a spot nobody else would 
try.  “There wasn’t going to be 
anybody else in [that] spot, and 
after I [got] in there, I could see 
why.  It was pretty rough.”

“I fell backwards onto a log,” 
he said.  When he got up he 
didn’t think he was hurt very 
much, but he had to stop and 
rest every few feet.  “You don’t 
do very well when you have 
a collapsed lung!” he said. He 
didn’t realize his lung was col-
lapsed, however.  “I just knew 

that it was tough getting out,” 
he said.

Mert figured he might as 
well keep picking whenever he 
stopped to rest since he was so 
close to the ground anyway.  “I 
found the biggest blueberries on 
my way back!” he said.

Mert picked about four gal-
lons of blueberries this year, 
some of which he froze and 
some of which he gave away.  
“Dave and Gayle got all the last 
ones that I picked,” he said.

When asked if moving 
around was difficult in the days 
after his fall, he said his broken 
ribs were in the back and breath-
ing wasn’t as painful for him as 
it is for people who break their 
ribs in the front.  

Mert hopes to return to 
Grand Marais in the fall to go 
hunting.  His hunting ground is 
not as rugged as his blueberry 
patch, however.  “I’m not wor-
ried about walking back in there 
by myself,” he said.  

Will Mert be blueberry pick-
ing next summer?  “I’m 83,” he 
answered.  “Next year, I don’t 
know how I’ll be doing. …If I’m 
in shape I will probably go out 
again. …I’m not going back up 
in there this year!”

Mert Kvelland’s 
blueberry 

picking 
adventure


